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From The President
NGAUS, ORNGA and the future of YOUR National Guard
Fellow Officers,

The future of our National Guard is at a crossroads – I need your support to ensure we maintain the readiness, relevance, and efficiency of a strong National Guard system.  

The Department of Defense is entering a time which will be characterized by enormous fiscal pressure.  A new National Military Strategy has been released which places emphasis on non-military means to achieve our nation’s goals.  Secretary Gates has been outspoken about the need reduce overhead, infrastructure, and “assume risk” in mission-sets long held as core DoD competencies.  As military operations in Iraq draw-down and our involvement in Afghanistan is more sharply defined, we can expect the nation to demand a deep “peace dividend” to help fund other priorities and reduce budget deficits.  We can expect budget cuts as costs to sustain personnel and equipment continue to grow.  Historic decisions will soon be made regarding the size of future US Military forces, and how those forces are organized, trained, and equipped.  

It would be easy to assume the Oregon National Guard and the entire National Guard system could be somehow immune from these changes – the majority of us did not experience the deep budget cuts which followed the Vietnam War and resulting decline in readiness.  I can assure you, 
nothing could be further from the truth.  Force structure will be cut to sustain the readiness of the forces which remain – the only questions are how deep the cuts will be and how those cuts will be apportioned across the services and components. 

The Air National Guard has already had a taste of things to come - USAF has been forced to downsize conventional forces to pay for growth in new missions, unconventional capabilities, and help offset the increasing costs of personnel, aging infrastructure, and old equipment.  The Portland Air National Guard Base (PANGB) was slated to close during the 2005 BRAC as part of a USAF effort to cash in capability and infrastructure to pay bills.  Fortunately, we were able to leverage the power of NGAUS and the ORNGA to save PANGB and the 142d Fighter Wing from closure.  Following our “near death” experience at PANGB, Air National Guard membership in ORNGA shot up to over 95%.  Air National Guard Officers who experienced the 2005 BRAC understand the importance and power of our Association - it is important that lesson is not forgotten.

The Army National Guard has appropriately benefited from nearly a decade of GWOT spending as campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan have become increasingly land-component centric.  We have new equipment, armories, and our readiness has never been higher.  To believe this will continue would be foolhardy.  
The US appetite for engaging in expensive nation-building campaigns is low.  
As such, the large forces we have depended upon to secure victory in Iraq and Afghanistan will be scrutinized for cutbacks.  As the Oregon Army National Guard is heavily invested in conventional force structure, the time is NOW to begin shaping the future.  With Oregon Army National Guard 
Officer Membership in NGAUS and ORNGA running at approximately 70 percent, we are weakened in our ability to win the battle which will soon be upon us.

If you believe in the power and efficiency the National Guard brings to our great nation, it is more important than ever to be a member of NGAUS and the ORNGA.  It is very simple to join – all you need is a credit card and access to the internet.  By going to www.ornga.org you can join the ranks of those who support the National Guard in less than five minutes.  

If you have already joined NGAUS/ORNGA, I encourage you to determine if your fellow officers are doing their part to help us secure a bright future for the National Guard system.  Association membership costs are exceptionally low – especially in light of the risks involved.  Strong membership helps ensure our message is delivered to Washington.  Weak membership places the future of the National Guard in the hands of a well-entrenched Active Component.  Those who fail to join NGAUS/ORNGA are voting for a future that includes a significantly weakened and operationally irrelevant National Guard – a force incapable of performing federal missions.  Presently, over 180 of our fellow Oregon National Guard Officers are voting for irrelevance. 

The future of our National Guard is at a crossroads and depends on your support.  How are you voting?      

Brig Gen Steven D. Gregg

President, ORNGA
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NGAUS Conference 2010:    
Austin, TX greeted Guard officers, retirees and supporters with 100 + degree temperatures for the 132nd NGAUS  Conference.  The Oregon Delegation did outstanding work on Resolutions and making sure all Task Force meetings were covered. CPT Paradis was elected to the NGAUS Board and will represent Company Grade Officer issues.  Maj Gen O’Hollaren has another year as the Area VI representative.  Thanks to each delegate for doing their part to make sure Oregon was well represented.
Corporate Partners 2010
Diamond:  Calbag Metals Company 

Platinum:  TriWest
Gold:         Benchmade

                   DHS Systems

                   FLIR


        QinetiQ North America
Silver:        Associated Powertrain

                   Capital Projects
        

                   LaCrosse Footwear/

                   Danner Boots


        LEKTRO


        LOGIS-TECH, Inc. 
  
        Navistar Defense       


        PNDC

        One Source Office Interiors, Inc.


        Rite in the Rain


        SAVI

Bronze:  AmFor Electronics; AAR Mobility; Brake Systems, Inc.; Cascade Design (MSR); Chinrose International; Columbia River Chapter, AUSA; Columbia Body Manufacturing; Crimson Trace Laser Grips; HDT Engineered Technologies; Honest 1-Auto Care; InterShelter, Inc.; L3 Communication Systems West; MOAA; NW Priority Credit Union; NW Technologies; Perkins Technical Services, Inc.; Puget Sound Network-CONNECT; Republic Storage 
System; Robertson Fuel Systems; Simplex Mfg; Small Parts Mfg Co., Inc.; Stanley Works; Sunbelt Rentals; The Last US Bag Company; USAA; U.S. Tactical Supply, Inc.; Warne Scope Mounts; Wiley X   

Calendar of Events
April 15, 2011 -- Company Grade/WO Professional Development

April 16, 2011 

ORNGA State Conference, Salem Conference Center

Registration on-line at www.ornga.org 
Military  Ball 

 Tickets:  Purchase Tickets on line at   

            www.ornga.org

August 27-29, 2011  

133rd  General Conference and Exhibition
Milwaukie, Wisconsin
Conference Information:  www.ngaus.org 
Association Office Information

E-mail: Roberta.M.Janssen@mil.state.or.us
Or janssenrr@msn.com 

Address: ORNGA

P.O. Box 14350

Salem, OR 97309-5047

Phone: 503-584-3030
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ORNGA MEMBERSHIP  – YEAR  2011 
                       On-line credit card (Master Card, VISA, AE, Discover) payments at              

                                                         www.ornga.org 

            Battalion Dues can also be paid on line.       
*********************************************************************************************************************************************

NAME: _____________________________________________RANK: _________         Unit_________________


EMAIL ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________________



(*IMPORTANT – To communicate more effectively with members)

ADDRESS: (Only if changed or if not previously given) ___________________________________________

CITY/STATE: ______________________________________________  ZIP CODE:__________________

Dues paid by check can be mailed to ORNGA, Attn: COL, Ret, Janssen, P.O. Box 14350, Salem, OR 97309-5047.
          
TOTAL AMOUNT PAID: $_______________
          

2011 ANNUAL ORNGA MEMBERSHIP 

OREGON AND NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION
(For the Period 1 January 2011 through 31 December 2011)

                                                 RANK


ORNGA                                 NGAUS                                 TOTAL
WO1*


  9.00


26.00


$35.00




CW2


12.00


35.00


$47.00




CW3


15.00


46.00


$61.00




CW4


20.00


59.00


$79.00




CW5


24.00


73.00


$97.00




2LT*


10.00


30.00


$40.00




1LT


15.00


45.00


$60.00





CPT


20.00


59.00


$79.00




MAJ


24.00


72.00


$96.00




LTC


28.00


85.00

                $113.00




COL


36.00


108.00

                $144.00





BG


41.00


123.00

                $164.00





MG


46.00


139.00

                $185.00



Active Life Membership
               330.00
                                 1,000.00

             $1,330.00




                                                                                         (Can be done in five installments of $266)

(Eligible if you retire in 2011) Life Membership-Retired & SDF



                 
                 50.00

                  125.00

                $175.00

*FREE MEMBERSHIP: 2LT’s coming into the National Guard or being commissioned after 1 January 2010 and new WO1 will receive free membership for both Oregon and the National Guard Association for 2011. 
Associate Member (non-military or enlisted) $25 per year.








State Conference Highlights
April 16, 2011

Salem Conference Center

Registration at www.ornga.org
Uniform:  Army-Class B or ASU/Air-Short sleeves/no tie


7:15 AM     Breakfast Buffet



        Visit Corporate Partner Displays


9:00 AM     Call to order



        Guest Speaker 



        Scholarship Presentations


10:45 AM   Association Business 



        MG Raymond F. Rees Update on the Oregon Guard


12:30 PM   Conference Adjourned

Military Ball 
Dress:  Dress Blues, Mess Dress, 


6:00 PM     No-Host Social                     


7:00 PM     Program                            


7:30 PM     Dinner


8:00 PM     Dancing 
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