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FROM THE PRESIDENT

I also want to announce our new website, www.ornga.org. We are now populating it with updated association news, upcoming events, member benefits and links to our corporate sponsors. We have also added a pay-on-line feature.  This will assist members in paying for not only annual dues, but other events as they occur.  This is a feature that has been an ongoing request and we are happy we can provide this service. 

Again, thank you for your support this year of the Oregon National Guard and your association. Whether it’s replacement rolling stock for the 41st IBCT, new armories in The Dalles or Hillsboro, a Security Forces building in Klamath Falls or 5th generation fighters to replace our aging F-15 fleet, your National Guard Association has these on their radar and is actively engaged in securing the funding. With your continued support and 100% membership, we will retain our position as a premier provider of homeland defense and defenders of freedom.

Scholarships

The Scholarship Program is well on its way to becoming a self-sustaining endowment fund.  This year the Association will give six $1500 scholarships.  This move is due in large part to the contributions made by Calbag employees.  They have pledge 50% of their productivity and that has translated into over $68,000 to date.   We will continue to reach out to other corporations to obtain funds for scholarships.  We owe a great deal to Calbag’s employees for not only supporting our troops but showing that support in a tangible way.  

We salute Calbag Metals Company and its employees for their continued support of the Oregon National Guard Charitable Education Fund.
2007

Corporate Sponsors
Platinum

TriWest Health Alliance
gold

FLIR
Silver

Capital Projects
Cascade Designs

Columbia Helicopters, Inc

Harvey Fink

Pacific Northwest Defense Coalition
Rite in the Rain

Simplex Manufacturing
USAA

bronze
AAR Mobility Systems, Aero Union Corp, AUSA, Base-X, Chase, DRS Technologies, Flightcom, L-3 Communications, PACSTAR, Raytheon, The Gallery, US Tactical Supply
Scholarship Sponsors

Diamond Sponsor 

Calbag Metals Company

Silver
COL Hong Kim
Calendar of Events
January 10, 2008 – Board Meeting 
April 19, 2008 – Oregon National Guard Association State Conference, Salem Conference Center

April 19, 2008 – Military Ball, Salem Confernce Center

February 14, 2009 – 150th State Birthday - Military Ball  

September 20-22, 2008  

130th  General Conference and Exhibition

Baltimore Convention Center, 
Maryland
Conference Information:  www.ngaus.org 
Exhibit information: 

Exhibit Promotions Plus, Inc. 410/997-0763-(301)596-3028

Fax 410-997-0764

 ngaus@epponline.com
www.epponline.com
I recently attended the NGAUS conference in Puerto Rico and had the pleasure of spending a great deal of time with some of our fine company grade officers.  I often wonder their perspective and if it is very different from my own?  I asked CPT Welch, combat veteran, to describe his experience and if he thought NGAUS was relevant to him and his peers.  

Respectfully,

LTC Englet

This is not a test; this is real, live and extremely relevant. 

I recently sat in the same room with Senator John McCain (AZ), Senator Clyde-Smith (MS), Congressman Gene Taylor (MS), and Secretary of the Air Force Michael Wynn, General William Casey, General Charles Campbell, Lieutenant General H Stephen Blum, Lieutenant General Clyde Vaughn and Lieutenant General Russell Honore.

So what? I as a Captain had the chance to sit in a forum with all these leaders and listen to what they had to say about the future of the Guard, but more importantly, they listened to what we had to say, and answered some tough questions, posed by company grade officers. 

Lieutenant General Blum had to answer a question about full time manning asked by a newly minted First Lieutenant. The answer; I know, I’m working on it but realize we are operating in an environment that was designed to fight on the plains of Europe and the National Guard was a Strategic Reserve, now the paradigm has changed the National Guard is an Operational Force and our fulltime manning needs adjustment I hear you and we are working on it.

Lieutenant General Honore likened the Guard to the best suit in the closet saying that when we want to look our best, we pull out the best thing we have to wear, yet recognized that a repeated wearing of that suit results with the suit looking like every other one in the closet. When asked about post-mob training he cited a 30 day reduction in training time over the past year and said it is getting shorter.

So what? These two examples typify an extremely high level fight over funding. To put this bluntly, funding goes where the personnel are. The states with the strength to back them up win the funding fight. The National Guard Association helps the National Guard fight for funding, and other important benefits like Tricare Reserve Select. Without NGAUS our self evident contributions are overlooked, or appeal is less, our benefits erode rather than expand and we would remain an afterthought. 

Guardsmen have proven time and time again we can close with and destroy the enemy, we can build infrastructure, we can help with city administration, and we can facilitate education across the board. Most importantly we demonstrate how the National Guard helps build nations and contribute to collective peace of mind. We’ve proven our mettle time and time again across the field of honor. When we return home we need someone to fight for us. That’s where the National Guard Association of America comes in.

NGAUS provided the forum at which I finally got the answer to the pervasive question, “What does NGAUS really do?” NGAUS is our watchdog on Capitol Hill, NGAUS is our whisper and when needed shout in the halls of Congress, NGAUS is our resource in our Nations Capitol to continue to make everyday life for Guardsmen and Guardswomen better.

None of this is possible without your participation. I don’t know about you, but I like the 1000 pound gorilla in my corner, that’s the bottom line, that’s what NGAUS is for you, whether you support it or not, imagine what we can do with everyone’s support. I’ll see you around.

CPT Wyatt Welch
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – YEAR  2008 

NAME: _____________________________________________RANK: _________ Unit_________________


EMAIL ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________________



(*IMPORTANT – To communicate more effectively with members)

ADDRESS: (Only if changed or if not previously given) ______________________________PHONE:_____________

CITY/STATE: ______________________________________________  ZIP CODE:__________________

                          PAYMENT BY:

[   ]  CHECK TO ORNGA     
    CHECK NO._____________                                                

                
[   ]  CREDIT CARD
[   ] VISA     [   ] MASTER CARD

   
CREDIT CARD NUMBER
     EXPIRATION DATE:   MM/YY _________
___  ___  ___  ___  |  ___  ___  ___  ___ |  ___  ___  ___  ___ |  ___  ___  ___  ___

          
TOTAL AMOUNT PAID: $_______________



    

2008 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

OREGON AND NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION
(For the Period 1 January 2008 through 31 December 2008)

RANK
       ORNGA
      NGAUS
       TOTAL




WO1*


  9.00


26.00


$35.00




CW2


12.00


35.00


$47.00




CW3


15.00


46.00


$61.00




CW4


20.00


59.00


$79.00




CW5


24.00


73.00


$97.00




2LT*


10.00


30.00


$40.00




1LT


15.00


45.00


$60.00




CPT


20.00


59.00


$79.00




MAJ


24.00


72.00


$96.00




LTC


28.00


85.00

                $113.00




COL


36.00


108.00

                $144.00




BG


41.00


123.00

                $164.00





MG


46.00


139.00

                $185.00




Associate Membership 











(Non-military or enlisted)






$25.00



Life Membership




Active

                330.00
                                 1,000.00

             $1,330.00

(Eligible if you retire in 2008)    Life Membership




Retired & SDF
                 50.00

                  125.00

                $175.00


*FREE MEMBERSHIP: 2LT’s coming into the National Guard or being commissioned after 1 January 2007 and new WO1 will receive free membership for both Oregon and the National Guard Association for 2008 

YOUR OREGON GUARD ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER


This publication provides information on items of interest to active and retired officers of the Oregon National Guard and State Defense Force.  News and comments may be directed to the Oregon National Guard Association, PO Box 14350, Salem, Oregon 97309, phone (503) 584-3030, FAX (503) 584-3052.  Articles and opinions published herein do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Oregon Military Department or the Association as a whole.  Articles for inclusion in this publication are welcomed.


San Juan, Puerto Rico





The 129th General Conference of the National Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS) will convene in San Juan, Puerto Rico, on August 25, 2007, and will run through August 27, 2007.





The San Juan Convention Center will be the site for main business meetings and the exhibits.  Oregon delegates and ORNGA participants will be staying at the Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino which is a 15 bus trip to the Convention Center.





The first business session will begin at noon on Saturday, August 25.  The second business session will start at 0800 on Sunday morning, August 26, and the third at 1100 hours on Monday, August 27.  The Army and Air Guard Separate Sessions will be held from 0800 to 1030 on Monday.





The Committee on Resolutions will hold its first meeting at 1400 on Friday, August 24.











Those interested in attending the 129th NGAUS Conference can register by July 15.  The Executive Director has already reserved rooms and will be sending registration information as soon as you provide it.  Please fill out the Registration Form with a check for $225 (conference charge and first night room deposit).  Other activities should be added to this amount – $20 Fun Run; $75 Golf; $5 Retiree Luncheon Member/Non- Member $25.            






































From The President 


Holiday Greetings to all members, past members and patrons of the Oregon National Guard. 2007 has been a dynamic year for the National Guard with a high level of activity in our political arena. Our future looks bright…and has a strong potential for success as measured by the welfare of our people, the currency and completeness of our equipment and the relevance of our missions. This success, however, will only be fully realized through the continuing efforts of our state and national associations. Much is possible when an organization has a unity of purpose and the full support of its members. Membership is the key.


With that in mind, in this issue of the Brief-Up we kick off our 2008 membership drive. I cannot stress enough that there has never been a time when our airmen and soldiers have needed us more.  Your membership in the association shows our elected officials the importance you place on the National Guard, its critical importance to our national security, and the tools we need to remain at the top of our game.  Through your membership, the National Guard voice is truly heard and has a tremendous impact on funding and legislation!  Additionally, in the spirit of paying ourselves first, in 2008 we will not only receive a 5% Early Bird Rebate but we will be entitled to a 25% Retention Rebate if we achieve another 3% increase in membership.  This is your dollars coming back to the state! Our goal for 2008 is 100%. Your wing, squadron, battalion or other unit membership coordinator can provide you all of the details. 


                            

































































 

















Scholarships


Three $1,000 college scholarships were given to PFC Craig S. Sheley, SPC James W. Monk, and Ms. Aundrea J. Snitker at the April State Conference.  


This conference’s art auction displayed more than 30 items for oral and silent auction.  All the proceeds go toward scholarships. This year, the auction raised $5,131.  Thanks to all who helped make this an overwhelming success. 





State Conference


The 82d was the host of the ORNGA State Conference at Eagle Crest.  A combination of beautiful scenery, outstanding people, and great events made it a conference to remember.  After all the bills were paid, the balance sheet shows that the ORNGA made $1,883.76 from the conference which will be used for the next conference.





Credit Card


Payment for membership, conferences, and events can be made by credit card.  This has proven to be popular with many ORNGA members.  The ORNGA is happy to provide this service.








2005 NGAUS Conference





The NGAUS 127th General Conference will be in Honolulu, Hawaii, 17-19 September 2005.  Priority will be given to previous year’s conference participants.





Association Office


Information





The Association Office Address, Telephone, and Internet are as follows:


Visit our new website: http://� HYPERLINK "http://www.ornga.org" ��www.ornga.org�


Or E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Ornga@mil.state.or.us" ��Ornga@mil.state.or.us�


ORNGA


P.O. Box 14350			


Salem, OR  97309-5047		


Phone:  (503) 584-3030		


FAX:     (503) 584-3052
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